
Rocky	  Hill	  Board	  of	  Health	  

Minutes	  of	  the	  Special	  Meeting	  on	  2/26/15	  

	  

Members	  Present:	  Susan	  Fisher,	  V.M.D.	  (presiding);	  Bob	  Uhrik,	  B.S.;	  Julia	  Temple,	  M.S.	  M.D.;	  Margaret	  
Querec,	  R.N.	  M.S.N.;	  Ken	  Rizzi,	  MPH;	  	  

Also	  Present:	  Stephanie	  Carey,	  Health	  Officer	  Montgomery	  Township;	  Beverly	  Poelstra,	  M.D.	  

Call	  to	  Order	  

The	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  7:10	  pm,	  prior	  notification	  having	  been	  given	  in	  compliance	  with	  the	  
Open	  Public	  Meeting	  Law,	  Chapter	  231.	  

Review	  of	  Minutes	  

Approval	  of	  the	  January	  2015	  minutes	  was	  deferred	  to	  the	  Meeting	  on	  March	  10,	  2015.	  

Old	  Business	  

1. Problems	  with	  2014	  Rabies	  Clinic	  
Dr.	  Fisher	  reviewed	  the	  concerns	  over	  the	  quality	  of	  the	  health	  services	  provided	  through	  our	  
contract	  with	  Somerset	  County.	  The	  main	  problem	  was	  the	  handling	  of	  the	  Rabies	  Clinic	  last	  
year.	  	  The	  County	  did	  not	  obtain	  vaccine	  for	  the	  clinic	  and	  never	  submitted	  clinic	  forms	  to	  the	  
state.	  They	  also	  refused	  to	  change	  the	  wording	  of	  the	  2015	  contract	  to	  include	  a	  clause	  holding	  
them	  responsible	  for	  providing	  vaccine	  for	  the	  annual	  rabies	  clinic.	  

2. Health	  Services	  Contract	  2015	  
	  Our	  new	  contract	  with	  Somerset	  County	  has	  not	  been	  signed.	  	  Since	  there	  are	  concerns	  about	  
the	  quality	  of	  the	  Health	  Services	  we	  are	  getting	  through	  the	  county,	  Dr.	  Fisher	  called	  this	  
special	  meeting	  after	  contacting	  Montgomery	  Township	  to	  see	  if	  they	  might	  be	  interested	  in	  
providing	  Health	  Services	  for	  Rocky	  Hill.	  Montgomery	  Township	  is	  interested	  in	  providing	  health	  
services	  to	  Rocky	  Hill.	  	  Stephanie	  Carey,	  Health	  Officer	  of	  Montgomery	  Township,	  presented	  a	  
written	  draft	  of	  a	  contract	  for	  Health	  Services.	  	  She	  has	  attended	  this	  meeting	  to	  answer	  any	  
questions	  about	  the	  services	  they	  could	  provide.	  
	  

New	  Business	  
Presentation	  of	  Health	  Services	  Contract	  with	  Montgomery	  Township	  

1. Stephanie	  Carey	  gave	  an	  overview	  of	  her	  concept	  for	  shared	  public	  health	  services	  with	  
Montgomery	  Township.	  	  Our	  students	  are	  in	  the	  same	  schools,	  we	  share	  municipal	  alliances	  and	  
we	  are	  close	  geographically.	  She	  already	  has	  shared	  services	  with	  many	  other	  areas	  within	  the	  
state.	  	  She	  currently	  provides	  Health	  Services	  to	  Pennington	  and	  Hopewell	  borough.	  

	  



2. There	  are	  two	  separate	  contracts.	  	  One	  is	  for	  Public	  Health	  Services	  and	  the	  other	  for	  Animal	  
Control	  Services.	  	  The	  cost	  for	  the	  Public	  Health	  Contract	  is	  $15	  per	  capita.	  	  The	  cost	  would	  be	  
5150.00	  for	  the	  6	  month	  period	  of	  July1,	  2015-‐December	  31,	  2015.	  	  The	  cost	  of	  the	  Animal	  
Control	  services	  is	  $4.00	  per	  capita	  for	  a	  cost	  of	  $2050	  for	  coverage	  from	  April	  1,	  2015-‐
December	  31,	  2015.	  	  There	  would	  be	  no	  more	  than	  a	  2%	  increase	  on	  both	  contracts	  for	  2016.	  

	  
3. The	  Animal	  Control	  contract	  would	  take	  the	  place	  of	  services	  we	  are	  still	  currently	  receiving	  

from	  South	  Brunswick.	  	  The	  rabies	  clinic	  is	  contained	  in	  the	  animal	  control	  contract.	  	  They	  can	  
complete	  a	  dog	  census	  for	  an	  extra	  fee	  if	  we	  wish.	  	  Deer	  carcasses	  removal	  would	  be	  provided	  
by	  an	  outside	  agency,	  which	  would	  bill	  the	  borough	  for	  services.	  	  It	  is	  usually	  about	  $50.00	  to	  
remove	  a	  carcass.	  There	  was	  some	  discussion	  as	  to	  whether	  we	  should	  continue	  using	  South	  
Brunswick	  for	  Animal	  Control,	  but	  many	  of	  the	  attendees	  felt	  it	  would	  be	  better	  to	  obtain	  all	  the	  
services	  through	  Montgomery	  Township.	  

	  
4. The	  Health	  Services	  contract	  would	  include	  a	  flu	  clinic.	  	  Stefanie	  or	  a	  representative	  from	  the	  

Montgomery	  Health	  Department	  would	  attend	  our	  meetings.	  	  They	  are	  willing	  to	  work	  with	  us	  
on	  any	  issues	  we	  feel	  are	  important.	  	  The	  Child	  Health	  Clinic	  is	  a	  shared	  service	  with	  
Hillsborough,	  so	  our	  residents	  could	  attend	  there.	  	  They	  have	  a	  Health	  Educator	  that	  is	  shared	  
with	  eight	  municipalities.	  	  We	  would	  be	  welcome	  at	  any	  of	  their	  offered	  programs.	  

	  
Board	  Discussion	  of	  Presentation	  	  
	  
The	  contracts	  would	  need	  to	  be	  reviewed	  and	  some	  areas	  changed	  to	  fit	  our	  specific	  needs.	  	  	  
	  
There	  was	  a	  motion	  by	  Ken	  Rizzi	  with	  a	  second	  by	  Dr.	  Fisher	  that	  we	  move	  forward	  to	  finalize	  a	  draft	  of	  
the	  contracts	  with	  Montgomery	  Township	  for	  Public	  Health	  Services	  and	  for	  Animal	  Control	  Services.	  	  It	  
was	  passed	  unanimously.	  
	  
Dr.	  Fisher	  will	  contact,	  Jeff	  Donahue,	  Rocky	  Hill	  Mayor,	  to	  make	  him	  aware	  of	  our	  decision,	  
	  
The	  next	  meeting	  will	  take	  place	  on	  March	  10,	  2015	  at	  7:00	  PM.	  
	  
Mr.	  Rizzi	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  adjourn	  at	  9:15	  PM,	  Dr,	  Temple	  seconded,	  with	  all	  in	  favor.	  
	  
Respectfully	  Submitted,	  
	  
Margaret	  Querec	  


